At All Saints' Church, on
the 15th September, 2007
at 10:00 a.m., athanksgiv-
ing service was held to com-
memorate the 35th Anniver-
sary of the existence of the
All Saints' Anglican Prayer
Group.

We were heartened by the
attendance of members of
Prayer Groups throughout
Trinidad. The readings
were: Old Testament 1
Kings 18:41-19:8; Psalm
113, Epistle 1Timothy
1:15-17 and Gospel Luke
6:43-49.

Canon Berkley’s sermon
reminded usthat 35 yearsis
along time and he com-
mended the steadfastness of
the Prayer Group in offering
the prayers of the people
who have indicated their
need for prayer during the
services of the week as well
as our own prayers. In par-

ticular, Canon paid tribute to
the founders of the Prayer
Group who laid the ground-
work. Canon also invited
those who remained outside
the prayer group and criti-
cized the Prayer Group, to
tell their criticismsto mem-
bers of the Prayer Group so
that we can adjust our
method and our process, be-
cause the work of a prayer
group remains an important

work. Canon Berkley lik-
ened the person of prayer to
the watchman in psalm 127:
Unlessthe Lord keepsthe
city, the watchman keeps
watch in vain. The person
of prayer drawsthe Lord's
attention (not that God is not
mindful of it) to a particular
need, concern or issue.
Though we may believe that
things are ‘bad’, without the
watchman, things could be
worsel Canon sounded a
warning, however, that per-
sons of prayer should not
misplace their role and func-
tion by using the ability and
privilege of doing God's
work to either exalt them-
selves or to take a person’s
needs, concerns and trage-
dies and make ‘commess’
out of them.

Turning to the Gospel read-
ing Canon invited usto re-
flect on Luke 6:45: for it is
out of the abundance of
the heart that the mouth
speaks.

Canon informed us that the
readings being used were
not chosen by him but were
those appointed for the
Celebration of the Holy
Eucharist on Saturday 15th
September 2007 so thisis
what the Lord is saying to
usthrough the Liturgy of
that day. Our prayerswill
be governed, directed and
managed by whatever our

heart is full of. Though
Man looks at the outer ap-
pearance God looks at the
heart and out of the abun-
dance of the heart the
mouth will speak.

The second passage Canon
Berkley invited usto reflect
onwas Luke 6:47-49. The
house is that built on rock,
isahouse built on prayer.
People are able to withstand
crises because of their lives
of prayer. The pressure of
responding to Christian life,
living and belief is not easy.
Praying people are some-
times required to run, like
Elijah!

Elijah ran into the wilder-
ness, and from there to
Mount Horeb, but he was
still listening for the word
of the Lord. God asked him
what he was doing in the
cave. Elijah’s heart was full
of grief because of what
was happening in the
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community of God. Out of the abun-
dance of his heart he spoke to God. “I
have been very zealous for the Lord....I
alone am left....” God told Elijah what
He required of him and sent him back
down.

Canon then asked us whether we are
grieved about what is happening in the
community of God - the church? And
if so, what are we doing about it? And
whether this grief informs our
prayers — our deep, sincere communi-
cation with God?

Canon Berkley left uswith a charge to
continue to alert God to issues - fami-
liesin need, our own needs, and to al-
low God to speak to our us cometo
what He would have us become. He
encouraged usto continue to build our
work of prayer and continueto
strengthen hearts.

Canon encouraged us to continue to build
strong foundations especially among young
people. Taking an analogy from M atthew 6
he told us when we pray we should not look
dismal to show othersthat we are praying.
Since God seesin secret, we should just let
our hearts send out our prayersin sincerity.
In doing this we will grow, our teams grow,
our church will grow and our communities
will grow and become strong. If we do not
have good intent, however, when the rains or
floods come against our ‘house’, Luke 6:49
warns that great will be the ruin of that
house. This need not be our portion, Canon
reminded us. He encouraged us to respond to
God'sword in spirit and in truth, to the best
of our ability, so that God will continue to
help usto strengthen others and ourselves.

The members of the All Saints’ Prayer Group
wish to thank all who have made a contribu-
tion to the Prayer Group over the years. We

are grateful for the presence to Ursula
‘Babsie’ Bleasdell, an indefatigable
evangelist who assisted the prayer group
35 years ago, and who stands ready to
assist whenever needed. Mr. Eric Drew
for audio-taping the Service; the All
Saints' Pan Ensemble for providing mu-
sic, the Spoken Word Marian Helpers
Choir, Mr. Hugo Harris for photogra-
phy, Mr. Dale McLeod, Ms. Cindy
Roach and Mr. Michagl Quaminawho
made generous monetary contributions,
the prayer groups represented, repre-
sentatives of All Saints' parish groups,
parishioners and all who were present.

The All Saints' Prayer Group felt that
this was afitting occasion to honour its
immediate past leader, Jacqueline Rich-

ards, for who sheis, what she stands

for , what she has done for this group and
what she continues, by God' s grace, to
do for this group. It came as a great sur-
prise to Jacqui and she was very gracious

in response.

She urged us never to forget that the
vision of All Saints' Prayer group
coming into being was that of Yvonne

Babsie Bleasdell (who was present)
and Sr. Violet D'Ornéellas (who was
unable to be present dueto ill health) of
the Roman Catholic Charismatic
movement together with others who
have since passed on, to assist with the
fledgling prayer group.

Jacqui told usthat at that time she was
amember of the Sanctuary Guild that
was headed by Mrs. Una Baden-
Semper and it was Mrs. Baden Semper

who took her to the second meeting of
the Prayer Group. Jacqui then asked us
to recognize another foundation mem-
ber 91 years-young Cyllda Skeete, as
well as Derrice De Gannes and
Virginia Jagessar who were also
amongst the first members of the All
Saints' Prayer Group and were at the
Thanksgiving Service.

Jacqui gave God praise and thanks that
sheisstill ableto do God’s work. In par-
ticular, Jacqui thanked Canon Claude
Berkley for his encouragement. She
hoped that the members of the prayer
group would continue to grow spiritually
and that this church would experience a
spiritual revival.

M cShine. It was Y vonne who got the
approval of (then Father) Canon Griffith
to start a prayer group. It was Yvonne
who approached persons such as

Jacqui encouraged the young people of the
All Saints' Pan Ensemble to keep the
light burning and to fire this church up
with prayer and praise.

God has continued to see this group
through and we still have the privilege
of praying for people in the church or
in their homes and to do lay ministry
for God.



# |

$

| urge that supplications, prayers, in-
tercessions, and thanksgiving, be made
for everyone; for kings, and for all that
arein high positions, so that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable lifein all
godliness and dignity.

1Timothy 2:1-2.

St. Paul’ sinstructions concerning
prayer, quoted above, requires usto
pray for those in positions of |eader-
ship. We are not praying for them be-
cause we like them, or support them.
We pray for ALL our leaders simply
because they are in leadership posi-
tions.

People like M oses, Jehoshaphat,
Elijah, David, Daniel, Jeremiah have
prayed to God for their nation and peo-
ples and He answered their prayers.
Please take seriously Canon Berkley’'s

analogy about being ‘watchmen’ - thistime
on behalf of our nation. Put Trinidad and
Tobago at thetop of your prayer list.
Since we are facing a national electionina
few weeks time, let God use you by praying
for

- all political leaders and their advisors

- good governance

- judges, magistrates, members of the Judi-
cial and Legal Services Commission and all
otherswho areinvolved in the administra-
tion of justice

- theregiment, coast guard, police service
and the other protective services

- an end to crime

- arevival of the spiritual life of Trinidad
and Tobago

- a strong economy

- places of learning, educators, teachers,
students and all young people

- God's protection of Trinidad and Tobago

- national unity

- the media and all who influence pub-
lic opinion

- peaceful co-existence between all the
nations of the world

To pray in thisway “isright and
acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour, who desires everyone to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge
of thetruth.” 1Timothy 2:3-4.

Also remember that praying in this way
does not end on 5th November 2007!
No matter what the outcome of the elec-
tion, we are required to give respect to
those to whom respect is due since there
is no authority except from God,
Romans 13:1-7.

Let usdo our part and May God bless
our nation!

PRAYER FOR THE CHILDREN OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

During the month of October we ask our

young people to equip themselves daily

with God’s armour by praying this prayer

In the name and through the power and

by the word of Jesus Christ | (name of
young person) NOw put on the whole
armour of God.

On my head isthe helmet of salvation.

| wear the breastplate of righteousness.

My loins are girded with the truth.
My feet are shod with peace and

enveloped in the flame of the Spirit of
Almighty God.

In my left hand | hold the shield of
faith.

In my right hand isthe sword of the
Spirit which isthe word of God.
Theword of God is unassailable and
no evil can come near my habitation.
Thusclad, | stand, joyfully expectant,
ready to do the will of the Almighty
God.

Amen.
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Editor: Thisisa portion of a prayer based on
Ephesians 6:10-20 supplied by Daphne
St. Bernard. The author is unknown.

Our sister Vernice Lespierre testifies
that after she had surgery, which re-
sulted in the loss of the lower portion
of her right leg, she felt unable to pray!
Nevertheless, she listened to God and
He called on her to repent. When
Vernice asked God for forgiveness, He
filled her with His Holy Spirit and His
healing power. Vernice has provided
these three prayers which are always on
her lips:

Everything comes from God alone.
Everything lives by his power and
Everything isfor hisglory.

Based on Romans 11:36

You show me the path of life.
In your presence thereisfullnessof joy. In

your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Thank you Jesus.

Knowing and loving God is our greatest

privilege and being known and loved
is God' s greatest pleasure.

Amen

Vernice wishes to thank everyone who
prayed for her and those who continue
to pray with her. Whilst in the U.S.A.
God sent persons to visit her, comfort
her and even pay her medical hills!!
Thank you Vernice for sharing your
testimony at the Retreat and with the
readers of Prayer Partner.




